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his index finger, he showed the disposition of forces, and went
-on :
" We haven't made any attack yet.  The second regiment
advanced on foot against this sector yesterday, but without
success/'
*   " With great losses ? "
" According to the regimental commander's report, yester-
day he lost twenty-six men killed and wounded. Now for
the relative state of the forces. We've got the numerical
superiority, but we haven't sufficient machine-guns to
support an infantry attack, and the situation in regard to
the supply of shells is bad. The Commander of our supplies
commissariat has promised us four hundred shells and
150,000 cartridges as soon as they're brought up. But that's
when they're brought up, whereas we've got to attack
to-morrow, so general Fitzhelaurov has ordered. He pro-
poses that we should allocate a regiment to support the
-storm detachments. They went into the attack four times
yesterday, and suffered enormous losses. I must say they
fought like devils ! Well, and Fitzhelaurov proposes that we
should strengthen the right flank and transfer the attack to
this point here. D'you see ? Here the terrain makes it
possible to approach within seven hundred to a thousand
feet of the enemy's lines. And, as it happens, his adjutant
has only just ridden off. He brought me and you oral
instructions to go to general Fitzhelaurov's staff to-morrow
morning at six for a conference on the co-ordination of
operations. He and his staff are in Bolshoi Senin hamlet at
present. The task consists in immediately driving the enemy
^back, before his reinforcements arrive from Serebryakovo
station. On the farther side of the Don our forces are not
displaying very great activity. . . . The fourth division has
crossed the Khoper, but the Reds have thrown out strong
covering forces and are obstinately holding the roads to the
railway. But meantime they've thrown a pontoon bridge
across the Don and are removing equipment and reserves
from Ust-Miedvieditsa as fast as they can."
" The cossacks are saying that the Allies are on the way.
Is that true ? "
" There's a rumour that several English batteries and
tanks are on their way from Chernyshevsky. But this is the
question : how are these tanks goiog to cross the Don ? In